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‘The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, REGRADING.

Hon. . B. WOOD asked the Chief See-
retary: What amounts, approximately, have
heen spent on the regrading of the railways
between Narrogin and Fremantle, Narrogin
and Bunbury, Narrogin and Albany?

The CHIEYF SECRETARY replied: The
approximate expenditure by the Railway
Department during the five years 1033-34 to
1937-38 inclusive on regrading (including
deviations} was:—XNarrogin-Fremantle, nil;
Narrogin-Bunbury,  £73,1783;  Narrogin-
Albany, nil.

QUESTION—FPUBLIC SERVICE.
Assessment of pensions paid.

Hon, W. J. MANN asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What amount of pension was
drawn from the State byv-—{a} Mr. C. A.
Munt, and (b} Mr. A. Berkeley from the
Ist January, 1938, to the 30th June, 1938,
inclusive? 2, Upon what rate of rebiring
salary was ench amount assessed?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
{a) £327 12s.; (b) £215 5: 4d. 2, In each
c¢ase on the average annual salary over the
three years preceding the date of retire-
ment—{a) £8982 16s.; (b) £1,122 13s. 5d.

QUESTION—EDUCATION.
Shorthand and Lyping.

Hon. E. H. H, HALIL asked the Chief
Seeretary: 1, Is shorthand or typewriting
taught at Clovernment schools outside the
metropolitan-subnrban area? 2, If so, at
which schools? 3, If typewriting is taught,
are typewriting machines supplied; -and, if
s0, how many at the various schools?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Bunbury High School. Collie,
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Eastern Goldfields Technicul School, Har-
voy, Narrogin, Northam High School. 3,
Typewriting machines are not supplied by
the Government except at the Eastern Gold-
fields Technical Schonl, where thirty such
machines are i use.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fourth Duy.
Debate resumed from the 10th August.

HON. G. B. WOOD (Fast) [4.40]: I am
one of those members who formerly thought
that the Address-in-reply debate represented
so nuch waste of time, but T have now
altered my opinion beeanse I realise it
serves a very good purpose. It allows mem-
hers to advance views that they would not
otherwise have an epportunity of expressing.
It permits them to let off steam, as it were,
and so save consideruble time later on when
the business of the House is more congested.
At the outsct I wish to congratulate you, Mr.
President, upon onee again being appointed
to the high office you now hold. It must he
gratifving to have been ehosen for that post
and to know vou enjoy the confidence of a
majorily of the members of this Chamber.
Tt would not be altogether satisfactory for
anyone to held sueh a high offiec unopposed
for term after term merely beeause of senti-
mental reasons or hecause no one else was
game enough to nominate. As you have been
chosen for the posiiion by a majority of the
members, I sincerely congratulate you. 1T
also offer my congratulations to the two new
members who have enfered the Chamber.
Although we regret having lost two whe
formerly sat in this Honse—one through
death and one ilough the will of the elee-
lors—it makes no diflerence to the warmth
of our weleome to the newcomers. We heard
Alr, Hall in a very able address when he
moved the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply. I was glad to hear him
express i sympathy with the farmers and
extend lis sympathies to the butter producers
and others engaged in forms of production
apart from that with which he is more inti-
wmately aszociated, namely, mining. No doubt
he will be able to disclose his sympathy in a
practical way when we have presented to us
measures for the benefit of those sections of
the community to which I specially refer.
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I was glad to note during my journey te
the Eastern States via Kalgoorlie, the won-
derful improvement the Commissioner of
Railways has effeeted on the section between
Perth and Knlgoorlie. I had not previously
travelled over that line for nine years, and
I assure members that instead of experienc-
ing a dreary journey, I enjoyed it both to
and from Kalgoorlie. After having travel-
led 11,000 miies over railways throughout
the Commonwealth, I was really proud to
find that our section of the railways com-
parcd very favourably with those in other
parts with the exeception of two serviees,
those supplied by the “Spirit of Progress’
train and the Trans. train. In view of our
narrow gauge, I eonsider the Commissioner
of Railways has carried out a very fine job.
Having congratulated him on that achieve-
ment, I suggest that he extends that quality
of service to other lines. I cannot see why
we should not have parlour coaches, some-
what smaller than that engaged on the run
to Walgoorlie, on the Albany line and on the
Northern line. There is also room for im-
provement in the speeding nup of some of our
train services. The Kalgoorlie train from
Perth to Northam takes two hours 33 minu-

tes to cover a distance of GG miles. With
an cxtra 12 miles to York from Perth
the train  takes four hours. I fail

to see why some improvement in the speed-
ing up of the service over that section can-
not be effected. The train to Northam runs
as an express to Spencer’s Brook and T hope
that system will be extended by runring the
Albany train express to the same point. The
Commissioner ecould put on a parlour eoach
and take it off at Beverley, picking it up
again there the next morning for the return
journey, and thus only one coach would be
neeessary to meet requirements. I have he-
fore me details regarding the financial re-
turns from the railways to the end of June
of this year and I notice that the railways
lost £25,000 in respeet of passenger traffie.
The railways cannot hope to hold that form
of traffic if something is not done to make
them more attractive. I do not think people
desire to travel by motor ear if they are able
to avail themselves of a comfortable and
quick journcy by train.

A pleasing feature of the returns is the
acknowledgment of the important part
played by the wheat industry in railway re-
ceipts. In the “West Australian” there ap-
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peared some comments on the railway statis-
ties, ineluding the following:—

The improvement last year on the results
for 1936-37 amounted to £146,659—earnings
having increased by £216,000, less increased
working cxpenses, £90,000, while interest,
owing to conversions, decrcased by £21,000.
The bigger wheat harvest and inercased
wheat haulage had, as was inevitable, an
important effeet upen raibway finance. While
gross carnings increased by £216,000, wheat
alone was responsible for £180,000. Wheat
last year contributed 107,008,000 ton miles to
the total of 391,000,000 worked Dby the rail-
ways, an increase for wheat of about
38,000,000 ton miles over the previous wvear.
Wheat constituted 25 per ecent. of the tonnarc
fhandled by the railways, and nearly 27% per
eent. of the ton-mileage, but returned less
than 18 per cent, of the gross earnings of
the department. Notwithstanding the low

= freight rate at whicl it ja hauled, an addi-

tional 10,000,000 bushels of wheat last year
almost set the railwayvs on their finaneial fect.

I quote those figzures lo indicate to the
House how very important the wheat indus-
try is to Western Australia.  Many other acii-
vities depend upon its success and that
brings me to the question of a home con-
sumption price for wheat in support of an
industry that is staggering under preat
disabilities. Owing to the collapse in prices,
the industry is in a parlous conditen, or at
any rate will be in that condition in the near
future. It is labouring under the effects of
the national policy of protection; it has to
bear the burden of home prices for labour,
the financial obligations imposed by the
Arbitration Court awards, the effects of
workers’ compensation costs, and now the
burden of the new Natjonal Insurance
scheme has been thrust npon the industry.
It is merely logical and just to elaim that
the industry should have the henefit of a
home price for wheat nsed for home con-
sumption. I found in the Eastern States
that mueh interest was heing taken in this
question because it was realised on all sides
as heing absolutely neecssary it the industry
was to he maintained. In the past the in-
dustry has been kept going by sops such as
acreage bounties, and so on, hut it has been
recognised that these are merely sops that
have been used on the battle-ground by poli-
tical parties at election time. A scheme has
been formulated—and it is a very zood onc
—that will provide for a home consumption
price of ds. 8d. a hushel for all wheat used
in the consumption of flour. That prige will
give to the farmer a return of 3s. 5d. a
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hushel at his siling, which will balance up in
respect of the wheat that has to be exported
overseas. One quarter of the wheat pro-
duced is used within Australia and the effect
of puiting up the price 2s, per bushel for
home consumption would be to provide
the farmer with Gd. for every bushel of
wheat he produced. Tt has been computed
that the added costs under the national
policy of proteetion, to which I referred
carlier. vepresent a harden of Gd. per hushel
that has to he earried by the wheat growers.
In those civeumsiances, it s only jnst that
some relick should be extended to them. Not
only do the fariners and those who represent
them think that they are entitled to it, but
Mr. Fethers, President of the Chawmber of
Commerce, speaking at a meetine of that
body last night, made refevenees to the mat-
ter, and T hope that membhers of the National
Purtv in this Chamber will Listen fo a pas-
sage I propose to read.

Tton, L. B. Bolton: We are all ears.

Hon. G, B, WOOD: What 1 =hall read
furnizhes a view of the question quite apart
from that of these directly interested in the
wheat industry. Tt shows that other people
recognise the necessity for some action to
maintnin the =tability of the industry. After
dealing with the future of the industry and

olher phases, Mr. Fethers procecded to
say—
If this prediction is right, then we may

expect demands from the wheat indwstry for
asgistance, in view of the faet that on the
general average of ¥ield per aere, anything
under 3s. per bushel at sidings is looked upon
as unprofitable to growers. As only approxi-
mately 25 to 30 per eent. of our yicld in Aus-
tralia is consumed internally, it follaws that
the other 70 to 75 per cent. of our whent
yield ds solely dependent on overscas parity,
over which we have no control whatever.
Therefore, any scheme to bolster up the price
for the whole of the wheat yicld must con-
centrate on that 25 to 30 per cent, which the
Australian  public consumes loeallv, This
would mean an  exeise duty on  loeally-
consumed flour, collected from the consuming
publie and distributed to growers on a per
bushel, or a per acre basis, or both. Any
scheme suggested having for its object the
influencing of overseas value must fail, as we
are wp against economic laws over which we
can have no control. Should it be found
necessary to raige funds to augment growers’
returns the enly legal and sound way is by
the exeise and bounty scheme, whereby loeal
ronsumers reimburse the growers. This
method of assisting growers is anathema to
Governments, but it is the only means of
rectifying the position of low overseas values
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and therefore must be faced in a construetive
manner by the Governments, The chamber
must fake steps to support such a scheme, if
it is found neceessary to increase the return
to the grower, rather than allow any wun-
cconomical but politically aeceptable disturb-
ance to naturnl functions of marketing, which
may be advanced from time to time.

Hon, H. Seddon: Are you ndvoeating a
Federal or a State scheme?

Hon. G. B. W0O0D: A Federal scheme is
the only one that would be reasonably pos-
sibte for this State. We shonld aceept a
Federal seheme with both hands. This State
is such a large producer of wheat and has
such a large guantity for export that we
should be glad to accept a Federal scheme
on those grounds alone. The other wheat-
producing States, with their large home con-
sumption, would not henefit to the extent
that this State would.

Hon. L. Craig: We in this State would
henefit move than would any other State.

Hon. G, B. WQOD: Yes, and South Aus-
tralia would be the State to derive the next
areatest henefit.

Hon, A. Thomson: Sueh a scheme would
need legislative sapport,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Ye¢s, it wounld need
the support of the Federal Government and
of the State Governments with the exception
of Queensland and!Tasmania. I do not think
it would matter whether those two States
came into the selteme or not. Qwing to the
failure of the veferendum, however, the Com-
monwealth is powerless to introduee sueh a
scheme.

Hon. L. B. Bolion: It would he betier
to have all the States in agreement.

Hon. G, B. WOOD: I do not think it
would matter whether Queensland and Tas-
mania  were in  agreement beeause those
States usually have no wheat at all for ex-
port, This year Queensland might have a
small quauntity available for export. I agree
that it wounld be betler to get them under
sueh an agreement, but so long as the main
States agreed, sueh a scheme would be pos-
sible. The fecling in the Eastern States iz
definitely in favour of some such scheme for
the wheat industry, In Queensland 1 eon-
versed with varions heads of the sugar-cane
growers. I put it to them in this way, “You
fellows have received a very good deal from
the vest of Australia, what abouni giving the
wheatgrowers a chanee?’ The reply I re-
ceived was, “Yes, it ts time the wheat-
growers were put on a decent basis. We are
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satistied with the deal we have reeeived, and
it-is up to ws to agrer to something being
dane for them.” Therefore 1 eonclude that
such a stheme would be aecepted. It is of
no wse paying a bounty from one year to
another. What we want is a definite scheme
covering a period of 10 years, so that we
shall know where we stand.

I propose to anlicipate an objeclion that
may be raised on the ground that the fixing
of a home price for wheat would neeessi-
cage a rise in the price of hread. The actual
cost of the wheat used (o make a 2-1b. loaf
of bread is very small indeed. With wheat
at 3s. a bushel, the value of the wheat in n
2-14. loaf is about 1%d, and to grant a
aome-consumption price to the wheatgrowers
would increasc the priee of the wheat in the
lont by only three farthings. The priee of o
Toal of bread depends more upon the eost of
production aud distribution under arbitra-
zion awards, and bakers’ profits. Therefore
1 trust that argument will not be advanced
against granting wheatgrowers the desirable
and just relief I have indieated.

Let me now touch on the wool indusiry and
the need for a stabilised priee for that in-
dnstry, I am not blaming any Government
for the position that existz to-day. The
woolgrowers are hopelessly divided amongst
themselves, and so long as that division ¢on-
tinues, we caunot reasonably expeet any
Government to put up a scheme to help
them. In the Bastern States in particular,
the feeling ts now definitely tending in fav-
our of some stabilisation scheme that will
ensure o minimum price for wool. .\ lot of
couservatives say that to interfere with the
wool industry would be unwise, and that we
must take what is given us for our wool,
We have not reeeived a very gooid deal from
overseas huyers, particularly those of Brad-
ford. They are glad enongh to get our wool
at bargain priecs, bt it is time that steps
were taken to proleet our growers, I do not
advoecate that we should ask 1s. 6d. or 2s.
per b, for our wool, or anything like it, but
growers are entitled fo say that they will
not accept less than a certain price. The
State Government has not been of much as-
sistance {o the woolgrowers, The Primary
Producers’ Association onh one occasion asked
the Minister for Agviculture to take a
plebiseite of woolgrowers to ascerfain
their feelings in the watter, but the request
was turned down. Something along those
lines should he done in the near fnture.  Aus-
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tralin cannot afford to throw its wool away
at bargain prices. We cannot control the
overseas price of wheat, but with wool it
iz a different matter. There we have the
thick end of the stick. IF we insisted nupon
recelving a minimum priee of 1s. or 1s. 3d.
alb, I am sure we could obtain it. The
position of the growers is such that some
action mnst be taken, and the sooner it is
taken the better.

Hon. J. Nicholson: ITave you studied the
influence of synthetic material ¢

Hon., &, B. W0OOD: Yes. That is a hogey
that buyers have been putting aup for o long
time,

Hon. W. .J. Mann interjected.

Hon. G. B. WQOD: T think it would be
unreasonable to ask for 25, a 1bh. We are
not asking for that price. If we did ask an
unreasonable price synthetic wool would be
a greater menace,

Hon. V. Hamersley: But we would be
only too glad to get it.

Hon, ¢. B, WOOD: Very glad, but we
should not ask for anything like that figure.
Let me explain the position of the wool in-
dustry. Last Angost weool was bringing
ls. 6d. a 1b. If a grower did not sell his
wool in August, but held it uniil February,
he was lucky if he received 1s. a lh. Yet,
during that period, there was no more syn-
thetic wool in the world than therc was pre-
viously, and production had not inecreased
in that time. If any member ean argue that
the markel was not rigged against us, I shall
be glad to hear his argunment., I am sure
that the huvers of Bradford thought they
had us in the bag and took advantage of
the position.

Hon, L. Craig: Wheatgrowers were also
in the bag during the same period.

Hon, G. B.AWO0OD : But there was a greater
production of wheat, and that cannot be
said of wool. As woelgrowers, we are hope-
lessly divided, and I admit this is a matter
that must be fought out by the growers. T
hope the Government will afford an opper-
tunity to ascertain the opinion of the wool-
growers by means of a plehisciie.

T wish to pay a tribute to the Govern-
ment and to the Chief Entomologist for the
excellent work performed to combat the
grasshopper menace in the north-eastern
wheat belt. I hope there will he no “let-up”
on it. The position today is scrious, more
so than it was last year. Owing to the drv
season, the grasshoppers are gradually mak-
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ing their way into other areas. The Govern-
ment Entomologist told me that last
year he was perturhed to find the
pest at Kellerberrin, and he said there

was no reasen why this year it should
not come down to the Avon Valley
if the seasom continued dry. We

hope there will not be a continuance
of dry seasons, The Government shounld
spare no effort and no expense in the mat-
ter of eradication; an expenditure of
£10,000 or £20,000 would be nothing in com-
parison with the savings possible,

[ am indesd disappointed that the Gov-
ecrmment maintains silenee as to its inten-
tions for rvelicf to the egg industry. The
Minister for Agriculture, in spite of vari-
ons depuiations, has not disclosed his hand
at all.  An egg board is nothing new. Such
boards exist in Queensland, New South
Wales and Vietoria under the general mar-
keting scheme. For the last 12 months our
pouliry farmers have done well in gpite of
throwing their produce on the market in
a haphazard manner. The local millers, T
consider, are putting it over the pcople
who use bran and pollard. Let me quote
a few figures to show the disabilities under
which our poultry farmers labour. In
Western Australia the price of flour is £10
10s. per ton, less 5s. for cash; in South
Australia it is £8 25, In Western Australia
bran costs £7 per ton, as compared with
£5 17s. 6d. in South Australia—a difference
of 22s. 6d. per ton. Pollard in Western
Australia costs £7 3s. per ton, and in South
Australia £6 5s.—a difference of £1 per
ton. I do not know why that should be so.
I am told the ohject is to make up the loss
on flour exported. On the figures I have
queoted, however, it does seem that flour is
making up some of the loss, seeing that in
Western Australia we pay £1 18s. per ton
more than the South Australian price. The
Government might look into the matter
with & view to affording relief that is
much needed in various quarters.

Hon. I.. Craig: T think it is the bakers
and the millers together.

Hon. . B. W0OD: I fail to see that the
poultry farmer should earry the loss, if
any, on flonr cxported. Now I come to
the old trouble of edueation in the coun-
try. I am afraid that trouble will persist
while the present Government remains in
power. In the country we cannot obtain
any relief at all. The most modest request

i5 turned down on the plea of ‘‘no funds.'’
I proceed to quote a few fignres diselosing
great disparities between edueation in the
city and education in the eountry. The
East Perth (Girls’ School has cost £78,500.

Hon. 1. B. Bolton: Money well spent.

Hon. G, B. W0O0D: XNobody complains
ot that expenditure; it is money well spent.
I was about to touch on that aspeet. The
expenditure of £78,500 at Kast Perth pro-
vides for 669 children at an average capi-
tal cost of £117 per child. At Merredin
there is a sehool which eost £4,119, with
an average attendunce of 252 children, re-
presenting a capital cost of £16 10s. Gd.
per child, as against £117 at Kast Perth.
The Mervedin people want a few modest
improvements, but cannot get them becausr.
they are told, there is no money available.

Hon. A. Thomson: That has gone on for
years.

Hon. G. B. WO00OD: The school
groundl  is  a  disgrace, and  has  bheen
vondemned by the Iealth Depariment.
The plaer is  full of water when-
ever it rains. The Theadmaster  has
not even an oiflice in  which to inter-

view parents, or in which to cane hoys—
thegse have to be tuken out on the veran-
dah for that purpose. Such conditions do
not seem right in an important place like
Merredin. I have becn on three deputa-
tions, all ol which were told that there was
no money. They weve side-stepped for a
couple of months, and then given that
reply. At Corrvigin—and this is worse—the
capital cost of the sehool is roughly £
per child. Yet the Government do not
hesitute to spend all that money in East
Perth. .Again, Merredin is badly in need
of domestic science tuition. In Saturday’s
“‘\West Australian®’ there was a picture of
girls at Fast Perth learning all sorts of
things conneeted with domestie science. Tt
is hard that country children cannot enjoy
similar [acilities. 1 do not suggest that
such facilities should be made available
in every little sehool, but they shonld be
provided wlhere there is an average atten-
danee of 232 children, and I hope some-
thing will be done.  Again, assistance
might be given to the small country sehools
fowards provision of wireless sets, merely
sets to piek up the National Station. I
understand that such sets can be bought
cheaply in large numbers.
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Hon. L. Craig: Parents and citizens' asso-
ciations usually provide them.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Do thosc associations
provide them in East Perth? The associa-
tions, it would seem, are merely supposed to
do those things in the eountry. T say noth-
ing against parents and eitizens' associations
in the city, but unfortunate farmers who
have suffered from dronghts and pests ean-
not afford to supply wireless sets and so
forth. Why has the Government not formu-
lated a scheme for sapplying cheap sets, for
which parents could afford to pay? The
present price of £30 is impossible to pay in
most eases. However, no effort has vet been
made by the Government,

Now I turn to the highly conlentious sub-
Joet of starting-price betting. T investigated
it in various Eastern States reecently, and
was greatly impressed with what has heen
done in Queensland. Even political oppen-
ents of Mr. Forgan Smith praise him highly
from that aspect. We know what goes on
in Western Australia. I do not wish to
speak too drastically, but the way starting-
price betting iz now conducted here amounts
to a positive disgrace. In any country town
from one to three or four shops are
devoted to starting-price  betting. I

make no reference to the ecity; I leave
that to my city friends, All sorts of
people are to be seen around bet-

ting shops in the country—young fellows,
adults, and even policemen. Tt would he
& disgrace even if betting were legal. I had
working for me a boy who was trving to by
a bicvele on time payment, and T told him
it would be hest if he spent neavly all his
wages in that direction. He replied, “No; 1
munst do some hetting.”  Every Saturday
afternoon while he was with me, he spent at
the bhetting shops. Eventually he lost his
bievele, and when he left me he had not a
single penny to his name. If the betting
shops were not there, hoys and men would
not be betting. T have no objeetion to mild
gambling by these whe eau afford if. Tor
instance, I do not see why a man shounld
not buy a lottery ticket and then go to a
cricket or foothall matech. But the yvoung
fellows I have in mind do not even look atf
cricket and foothall matehes, let alone play
those games: they spemd their spare time
aronnd the betting shops. The Government
would Iose no prestige if they tried to
remedy the evil; indecd, they wonld gain
more votes than they would lose. Some
New Sonth Wales Parliamentarians went to
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Quecensland to see what was beiug done there
as regards betting, and were so impressed
that they intreduced into the New South
Wales Parliament a Bill on similar lines. To
put down hetting will be extremety difficult;
1 do not suppose it will ever be done as long
as the Commouwealth Government allows
races to be broadeast every Saturday after-
noon, Still, some attempt should be made.
I regret the optimistie note in the Lieut.-
Governot's Speech eoncerning a wonderful
season., | assnre lhe Ilouse that the season
is most unfavourable. In faet, things are
very bad in Western Australia to-day, and it
is lime people kinew it :

Hon. E. H. Angelo: There is absolutely no
feed at all.

Hen, G. B. WOOD: No. Even in the
York distriet there is verv little, Outback
in the wheaf helt, althongh the erops look
well to-day, there is no reserve moisture. If
there are not heavy rains shortly, Western
Australia will he in for a bad time. Rain
even now would not save many of the pas-
tures.

Ton, L. Craig: The South-West has never
heen so dry.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am indeed sorry to
hear it. While on the subject of seasons,
let me touch on some of the marginal farns
in the north-eastern wheat helt. The time
i vipe for making a definite effort to bring
some of the farmers in from that area. In
the Yilgarn district the averages for the
last five years have been 8.5, 5.7, 4.2, 2.5,
and 4.8 bushels per acre. For the Mukin-
budin district the averages for the four
vears 1933-34 to 1936-37 have been 8.5, 2.6,
3.0, and 3.9 bushels to the aere. The figures
for Westonia and Mt. Marshall are praeti-
cally the same, Last year Westonia averaged
4.3 hashels and Mukinbndin 3.9. Some of
the farmers must be moved from those dis-
triets, and fhe sooner we faee that faet the
better.

I do not know what was in the Govern-
ment’s mind when appointing the Light
Lands Roxval Commission. The Commission
gathered no information that the Govern-
ment eonld not have obtained from its fleld
officers. In the Great Southern and South-
Western districts it has been found that
light lands can be brought into produetivity
with subterranean clover. The point is this:
what moved the Government to set up the
Light Lands Royal Commission? Was the
idea to bring in farmers from the hack areas?
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I sineerely hope so. The figures are alarm-
ing to anyone who studies them. There is
no need for experimenting with some of our
light lands so long as the rainfall is ade-
quate. We know what the country can earry
if developed. 1t the (lovernment moved
some of tho=e outback people into the better
rainfall areas, it would be doing a wonder-
nl job.

A great deal hnzs been said lately about
aboriginez.  People are highly dissatisfied
with what is going on in the Native Adminis-
tration Department. T have been fired at
from all dircetions by people who are dis-
satisfied with the treatment and conditions
preseribed under the Aet. A Bill dealing
with ahorigines was before Parliament two
vears ago, and we thounght conditions would
be mnch improved when that measure was
passed.

Ilon. C. F. Baxler:
the trouble.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Conditions are much
worse to-day., While returning over the
Trans. line, T woundered what visitors to
Western Australta would think when they
saw those decrepit, half-starved, dirty,
smelly aborigines cadging their way through
life from passengers on the train. Visitors
to the State do not know that the aborigines
are being helped by the Government., One
ahoriginal said to me, “Give me a penny.”
I said, “I have not got ane; what do you
want it for?? He replied, “To buy bread.”
I koew that was not troe, but many people
coming trom the Eastern States would not
know it was untrue. It is a terrible dis-
grace, People coming from overseas and
procecding to the Eastern States also sce
those aborigines and naturally form the
opinion that thev are typieal of the abori-
gines of the State. The half-caste problem
is also seriowns. If the half-castes could be
put to work, they would not be inereasing as
they are. At present, they are given rations
and naturally think that they need not work.
If these matters were rectified, we would be
mueh better off. The future of the half-
eastes of this State iz very serious indeed.
As far a3 [ can szee, the Department of
Native Affairs has done absolutely nothing
to reetify the matter,

I was interested the other night to hear
Mr. Craig read the report of Dr. Bull on
the rabbit virns. We must accept that re-
port as aunthentie. I hope the Government
will do everything possible to urge the Com-

The regulations are
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monwealth Government to release some of
the virus for nse in this State. I know there
will be mueh opposition to ifs distribution.
A few weeks ago, when in New South Wales,
I was listening to a debate in the Parlia-
ment and heard a member of the Coumntry
Party say that much of the soil erosion in
New Sonth Wales was atiributable to the
rabbit. He said that onee the rabbit was
disposed of, there would be an end to soil
erosion. I then heard a howl from Oppo-
sition members about what a great friend the
rabhit is to the poor man; this ery came
from members for Neweastle, and it made
me think what a great deal of opposition
would be offered to the release of the

rabbit virus, While I was in  Vie-
toria, I heard that the rabbit was
a great friend of the fur industry,

and that there was a good export trade
in rabbit skins. I am afraid, therefore, that
strenuous opposition will be offered by the
Eastern States to the distribution of the
virus. Perhaps I should not repeat this, but
at the Road Boards Conference held recently,
our chief stock inspector said the rabbit
virus should not be distributed becanse the
farmers would not employ other than the
present methods to destroy rabbits.

Hon, L. Craig: That is a lame exeuse.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. I was sorry
our inspeetor said that, XNohody expeets
that the rabbit virus will he 100 per
cent. successful, but if it is only 25 per cent.
suceessful, we shall have another method
of destroying the rabbit,

Hon, C. F. Baxter: You would not sug-
gest that the Federal Government ought to
override the Counecil of Secientific and In-
dustrial Researeh?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The hon. member
heard Dr. Bull's report read by Mr. Craig
It appears to me thal there is absolutely no
reason why the virus shonld not be released.

Hon. L. Craig: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. F, Baxter: The Couneil of Seien-
tific and Industrial Research has not recom-
mended its distribution.

Hon. V. Hamersley: It never will.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: T can prove that the
virus will do harm to no animal but the
rahbit.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Research must accept
rezponsibility for its action.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
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‘Hon. G. B. WOOD: T fail to see, if the
-virus is harmless to all animals but the rab-
bit, why the Federal Government -cannot
assume a little responsibility.

Hon. L. Craig: The State can apply for
it.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: There is no reason
why the State should mot. Persorally, as
a farmer and & member of a road board,
I would be prepared to experiment with the
virus on my farm, and so would many other
farmers. The experimental stage is past.
The only point upon whieh the Council of
- Seientific and Industrial Research is not
certain is whether the virus will be 100 per
cent. successful, but nobody expects that.
The council has carried out its experiments
on en island, and our conditions are quite
different. I have heard that there is a lot
of grass on the island, which would dis-
courage the rabbit moving about from place
to place. But here, where waters are far
apart, I think the rabbit would travel from
one place to another. In spite of what the
stock inspector said, I hope the Govern-
ment will make representations to the Com-
monwealth Government for a supply of the
virus for use in this State. If it is not de-
sired to supply the virns to a private in-
dividual or to a road board, then let the
Government experiment with it on (he
Meckering farm, where so many experiments
aave been carried out.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: Why take it to my
distriet and not to your ownf?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I will have it at
York with pleasure. I am surprised at Mr.
Baxter's remarks; anyone would think he
owned shares in a wire-netting factory.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: To use the virus sue-
cessfully, a netted enclosure would be re-
quired.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. . B. WOOD: I do not coniend that
we can do without wire-netting. We ecan-
not do without trapping, but if there is an-
other method of getting rid of the rabbit,
for goodness sake let us be game enough to
try it. I hope the health regulations, about
which we have heard a greaf deal lately,
will in due course be disallowed.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The bhardships that
some of the people in my district have to
rndure to-day have been brought foreibly
liome to me. A farmer told me that he had
#vo pigs for which he assured e
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he could get £5 at Nelson's if he
were allowed to kill them on his farm.
He is not allowed to do so. The
batcher came along oand offered him
£4, which he accepted, and so lost £1 on his
pigs. That is imposing a very definite hard-
ship on the farmmer. Another farmer told
e he had a cow which he valued at £6 10s.,
but he had to aceept £5 for it from the
huteher.

Member: What did the butcher have o
say about it?

Hon. G B, WOOD: | interviewed the
huleher o check up the statements made to
me, and e said they were true. The butcher
explained that ke had to send the beasts to
Midland Junetion to be killed; the earcases
were flien relurned to him anid were sub-
sequently sent to the hills district for sale.

Member: The farmer bis to send the
heasts to Midland Junetion.

The PRESIDENT: Order! T must re-
mind members that this is a debate, not a
dinlogue.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: [ am not advoeating
that farmers should be allowed to kill beasts
on the farm, or here, there and everywhere.
I am not adveecating that meat should not
he tnspected. T do, however, advoeate that
cevtain centres in outer suburban areas, such
as Armadale, Sawver's Valley, Mi. Helena,
Bullsbrook and Roekingham, should be set
apart as places where beasts may be slaugh-
tered. At present, heasts at Armadale must
be sent to Midland Junction to be slaugh-
fered and the careases are then sent baek
to Armadale for sale. That is not fair, I
hope an end witl he put to that sort of
thing. T desire to make it abundantly clear
that T do not oppose meat inspection, which
is very necessary.

In conclusion, 1 desire to touch upon a
malter that may be considered parochial,
the Wongan Hills Hotel. That is a State
hotel, and it is a disgrace. If it were pri-
vately owned, it would not be folerated for
six months. Reecently, when I was at Won-
gan IHills, it was desired to hold a big fune-
tion at the hotel. A Minister of the Crown
was present, but the hotel could cater for
only 20 guests. T understand that quite 100
people wished to participate in the dinner
given to celebrate the opening of the loeal
hospital. It was explained to Mr. Panton
what a disgraceful state of affairs existed
so far as the hotel was concerned. I hope
something will be done in the maiter. T do
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not advocate extensions or additions to the
hotel; I think it shonld he pulled down and
a suitable hotel, worthy of the district,
erccted in its place. 1 suppori the motion,

HON., E, H. ANGELO (Novth) [5.253]:
May I preface my remarks by compliment-
ing you, Hir, on yowr re-clection fo this
House and particularly on your re-clection as
its President? I trust you may enjoy your
term of office and that its end will sce you
cnjoying as good health as you are to-day. [
desire to weleome the two new members to
this Chamber. We have had the privilege of
hearing Mr, Hall, and I think we all agree
he will be a great help to that portion of
the State which he has the honour of repre.
senting. We have yet 1o enjoy the pleasure
of hearing our other new member. We know,
however, that he is an able business man,
and I am sure he will do wonderfully good
work in this Chamber. I am also pleasel
that the other seven members who had to sub-
mit themselves for re-clection are back with
us onece more, back amongst their old
friends. I must express particular pleasnre
at the return of my colleague for the North
(Hon. J. J. Holmes). He has received 2
great compliment at the. bhands of those
whom he represents, having been returned
unepposed. He has worthily represcnted his
province in this Chamber for many years.
When spenking the other night, Mr. Baxter
reforred to the length of the Lieut.-Gover-
nor's Speech. [ certainly took =one time to
deliver, but it was given under the most pleas-
ing of cireumstanees. We were surrounded
by the vouth and beauty of Perth. The
Speceh certainly Jid not scem too long to
me.

Hon. J. Nichalson: It has age and wisdom,
too.

Flon. E. H. ANGELO: T am obliged to my
hon. Eriend for that addition. About the
length of one portion of the Speeeh, how-
ever, T ean make no complaint, and that is
the paragraph veferring to fhe North-West.
I have heard 21 or 22 opening Speeches
read in Parliament; and usually the people
interested in the North have had to be satis.
fied with a few lines somewhere in the middla
of the Speech. On this oceasion we have a
half page.

Hon. C. H. Wittenoom: There must be an
cicetion coming on.

Hon. E. H, ANGELO: Yes.
useful information was contained in

Some very
that
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half page. I thank the Government—and I
am sure I am also voicing the thanks of my
two colleagues—for baving rebuilt the jetty
at Point Samson. The previous Government
fuiled to earry out the work, but that was
because of lack of finance. As happens very
often, the National Party seems 1o be in
power while a depression is affecting the
finances of the State. We are not only grate-
fai to the Government for rebuilding the
Jjetty at Point Samson, but also for rebuild-
ing (he Onslow jetty during the previous
vear. The re-erection of that jetty has given
the people in that district more heart to
carry on their work. Before the jetty was
re-huilt they had not adequate facilities for
the shipment of their stock. The expense of
shipping  their  wool was considerable
and  the gelling of passengers to  the
shore was anything bnt a pleasant ex-
pericnee, espeeially for the women resid-
ing at Onslow and in the baek couniry.
However, I am grateful for what has been
done and in that regard I know I am voie-
ing the opinion of my colleagues. I am in
a rather embarrassing position to-night, as
both my ecolleagues of the North are absent.
Mr. Holmes has had to go to the North, but
I hope that he will be back in time to take
part in this debate beeausc—as I think ail
members realise-—his  contributions to the
Address-in-reply debate are always interest-
ing and informative. Mr. Miles is at present
testing the climate of the Old Country. I
am perfeetly sure of one thing, and that is
that the people of fircat Britain will know
more about Wesiern Australin—its poten-
tialities, and the opportunities that exist for
the investment of money in this State—
after Mrv. Miles has left England than before
he arvived; for if there is a good advertiser
of Western Australin wherever he goes, it
is my colleague, Mr. Miles. T hope that
he also will be back in time to take part
in the debales we are bound to have on some
of [he measures forecast in the Lient-Gover-
nor’s Speech,

Tu the Speech mention is made of whaling
activities. T regret that whaling is not play-
ing as prominent a part in the North thic
yeay as it did last year. Two big fleets oper-
ated outside of Carnarvon last year; this
vear there is only one. Unfortunately the
fleet that meant ithe most to Western Aus-
tralia is not operating this year. I refer to
the Norwegian fleet that spent quite a lot of
money in Western Australia,  Its activities
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helped us eonsiderably in Carnarvon and it
was also of some value in this part of the
State where supplies for the fleet were
obtained. In addition, the presenee of the
fleet in Western Australian waters had the
advantage that it brought to the State a fine
class of men. The officers and men of that
flcet were people I was glad to sec coming
here and learning a little about the possibili-
ties that exist from the development of the
marine wealth in the Norvth. It is unfor-
tonate that they are not here this vyear.
Whether it is beeanse they eould not get the
same facilities from the Government in the
way of coneessions as were offered last
vear I do not know. 1 cannot see why we in
Australia could not have exploited that won-
derful indusiry ourselves, However, there
does nof seem to he any money for that sort
of enterprise in the North and, eonsequently,
sooner than not have that wealth exploited
at all, I was glad to see men of the charaeter
and the stamina of the Norwegians coming
to onr coast,

Reference is made in the Speeeh to fhe
new State boat “Koolama.” I had an oppor-
tunity of iravelling in June as far as the
North-West in that very beautiful ship. In
a few minor directions an improvement is
required in the wvessel, but every new ship
has these little disadvantages at first, espeei-
ally when it is built for such an exaeting
coast as that of our North-west. That it
is going to be a most nseful vessel in assist-
ing the development of the North-West, T
am positive. It is a splendid boat for tour-
ists, The accommodation is very comfort-
able indeed. I hope, however, that an
attempt will not be made to fill the vessel
with tourists in the samney months when
North-West residents are desirous of com-
ing south for a loliday or desire to return
from holidays, For many vears tourists
have been monopolising most of the accom-
modation that should have been made avail-
able for North-West residents.

MHon. J. XNicholson: To overcome that
diffieulty would it not be possible to charter
a vessel especially for tourists?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I do not know.
The tourist fraftic is useful for eight months
of the year. That is the only time
that I would Iike to go up there
for pleasure. I hope that during the hot
months, when our residents want to travel
up aud down the coast, the management
will realise that those people should have
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the first call on the accommodation of the
ship. Reverting to the tourist aspeet, I
would like to say what a wonderfully cheap
trip ean be made on the vessel, The return
fare to Darwin, eovering a period of 25
days, is £21 13s. I do not think that could
be beaten anywhere in the world.

Hon, A. Thomson: It is equal to the eost
of ordinary hotel accommodation for that
peried.

Hon. E. H, ANGELQ: Reaily, it is less
than that. The table is excellent, People
desiring a sea trip would do well to make the
Journey.

Hon. ¢+ Fraser: That is o sample of Gov-
ernment enterprise.

Hon. i, H. ANGELO: It is a sound Gov-
ernment developmental utility used to a cer-
tain extent to give the people of the sonth
& little knowledge of the North that they
very sadly need. Regarding the sale of the
“Kangaroo,” I was sorry to hear the com-
ments of Mr. Baxter and was rather sur-
prised fo learn that there was a cehance of
selling the vessel for £40,000 after it had
been sold for £25,000. But I find that is
often the case. T have known many stations
to be sold, stations that have been adver
tised for years, and after they have been
sold, an extra £5,000 has been offered for
them. This I do know, being well acquainted
with some of the officers of the State Ship-

.ping Service, that we were very fortunate

fo obtain £25,000,

Hon, A. Thomson: The sum of £44,000
would have heen hetter,

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: T€ we could have
wobt i, When the late Mr. Scaddan was in
power, we were offeved £70,000, and that
was turned down. The vessel is altogether
too slow,

Hon. V. Hamersley : It should never have
heen purchased.

ITon. E. H. ANGELO: As it happened,
it was a good thing for Western Australia
thot the wvessel was purchased, becanse
within a few years a profit of over £200,000
was made. I think the figure was £270,000.
But what happened? The profit was paid
into Consolidated Revenue. It would have
been better if the money had heen credited
to the Stale Shipping Service and used to
meet the cost of re-conditioning the vessel,
instead of that cost having fo be paid out
of revenue,

In the Speech, Yampi Sound is mentioned.
T am one of those that sincerely regret the
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lo=s of that industry. I am sorry that West-
vrr Australia has been deprived of all that
the agreement with Japan regarding Yampi
Sound would have meani to the State. Not
only was Japan going to take our iron ore,
but there was a possibility of that eoun-
try opening up a cattle trade with the
West Kimberley distriei. Had that even-
tuated, the great problem of what is to be-
come of the cattle from the West Kimberley
district would have been solved. In recent
years, producers in the south have been en-
gaged in raising enttle on a mueh larger
seale than  formerly, which has hrought
down the price of the Kimberley eattle. The
opening of a trade with Japan would have
proved very beneficinl. I regret the action
of the Federal Government for that reason
and bheeanse it will not now be possible to
employ the hundreds of Australian men that
it was proposed to employ in the North
where the need for population is so great.
I am not, however, going to take it on my-
self to say that the Fedeval Government was
not right in the action it took. There is
always something more hehind such actions
than is perceptible on the surface. Why
wins that course taken? I will not helieve
that it was done to deprive Western Aus-
tralia of some advantage. There is more in
it than that. The statement was made that
the British Government requested the Fed-
eral Government to do what was done. That
has been denied by the Federnl Government
and by the Press. But have not similar de-
nials been made when international relation-
ships have heen involved? The only reason
I can find for the imposition of this extra-
ordinary emhargo by the Federal Govern-
ment is that it was due to a request from
Britain.

Hon. ¢. Frascer: The Broken Hill com-
bine would have had some say.

Hon, E, H. ANGELO: I do unot believe
that the members of the TFederal
Government are dishonourable men cap-
able of imposing such an embargo
for the purpose of hoosting Broken
Hill. T firmly believe that the British
Government asked that this shouid be done.
The British Government knows what is
happening in the world and what foreign
countries are doing. It knows perhaps that
those eountries are desirous of building up
huge navies and of piling up munitions of
war and that thev are experiencing a
shortage of iron. XKnowing all this, would
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it not be the duty of the British
Government to prevent such developments
to the best of its ability? I was speaking
in Darwin the other day to a man who is
in a better position than most of us to
know what is taking place and he told me
that the British Government had made that
request to the Federal Government at the
suggestion of another Government not alto-
gether too friendly to Japan. I only hope
there is some truth in it, although T am
not in a position to say deflinitely that
there is, because if we have done something
of that nature at the request of a very
friendly nation—a nation with which we
want to be even more friendly—we can’
expect some quid pro quo in the near
futnre.

Hoen. G. Fraser: Friends to-day, cnemies
to-morrow, vou know!

Hon. J. Nicholson: Would it not be bet-
ter to ascertain facts rather than to qunte
hearsay in a matter so grave as this?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I agree with the
hon. member but, lacking some explanation,
the action of the Federal Government is so
extraordinary that we must seek the rea-
aon. I am charitable enough to think there
15 some good reason for what was done.
If not, if it was just a method of boosting
the Eastern States to our disadvantage,
there was no exense for the action taken.
However, T am charitable enough to hopz
that some important reason warranted
such drastie action.

Hon. H. Seddon: You are not so chari-
table to the British Governmeni, seeing
that the British Government denied having
anvthing to do with the matter.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: The British Gov-
ernment did not deny it; the Iederal Gov-
ernment did.

Hon. H. Seddon: And the British Govern-
ment, too.

Hon. E. H ANGELO: Did the DBritizh
Government deny it? I did not sec that.

Members: Yes.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: If that is the
position, all T can say is that I de not un-
derstand the reason for the embargo. But
I feel perfectly certain the Federal Gov-
ernment did not want a foreign nation,
which I think bas not very much love for
us and even has envious aspirations con-
cerning our country, to aequire that iron.
Whatever the reason, the Federal Govern-
ment has imposed that embargo, and it is
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up to this Government to insist that
the amount expended by the Japan-

ese and our own people should be
refunded and to cendeavour to have
Yampi iron utilised in Australia. If

the Government takes somebody’s land
for public purposes, the owner of the land
is compensated. Consequently, the Federal
Government should make it up to West-
ern Australia by assisting us ito estab-
lish an industry there. ¥ trust that will be
done. I am convinced that the House wonld
back up eny action that owr own Govern-
ment took in that direction.

With regard to the norikern pastoral
areas, I am sorry to say that whilst one or
two districts have had some relief by way of
rain, there are still others that are very
badly off. The Gascoyne district, particu-
larly, is in a deplorable condition. Theve
has been only a little over an inch of rain
this year, and that, too, following three years
of drought. 1 am afraid that the Govern-
ment will be asked to give sympathetic help
to the people there in the future. Asa num-
ber of the stations will require fodder to
keep the rams and ewes alive, I feel certain
that the Government will assist by carry-
ing it to those parts at the cheapest
possible rate. This brings me to another
matter on which I spoke last year and the
year before, namely, the desirability of the
Government and the people of Western Aus.
tralia seriously considering the advisableness
of handing over the Kimberleys to the
Federal Government. I was in Darwin last
month and I was astounded to notice the
progress that had been made in a compara-
tively short space of fime. T had visited
Darwin a year before, and I assure members
that in the period fully 200 new houses must
have becn built there. I should say that
Darwin is one of the most aetive places in
Australia for its size. It is all TFederal
money that is being spent there. Why
should we not have our North developed in a
similar way? It should certainly be de-
veloped if only for defence purposes. The
whole of our 2,000 miles of coast line re-
mains completely undefended, and from that
point alone we should hand over the Kim-
berlevs to the Fedeval Government. Of
comrse, conditions should bhe imposed, one of
which conld well be the development of that
part of Western Australia, with the ultimate
objeet of forming a new State there. What
are we going to lose if we agree to part with
the North? Probably the Wyndham Meat

[COUNCIL.]

Works. We would be losing an industry
costing us perhaps £70,000 or £80,000 o
vear for capital invested.

Hon. G. Fraser: If you closed the Wynd-
ham Meat Works, vou could take over those
at Carnarvon.

Hon, E. 1. ANGELO: We conld impose
the condition that the Federal Government
carriecd on the meat works. We should
lose the pearling industry, and in that in-
dustry T am afraid we are m for scrious
trouble,

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: I am afraid you are
right.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: To retain that in-
dusiry will cost us a considerable sum of
money. But reverting to the meat works, I
suppose that neariy 50 per cent of the cattle
being treated come from the Northern Terri-
fery. Suppose the Federal Government did
take over the Kimherleys, the area could not
possibly he removed to Canberra; it would
still he there, and any trade that developed
as a consequence of the transfer would
generally bencfit the remainder of the State.
At present there arc only 4,000 or 5,000
pecople in the whole of the North-West—just
about the number to be found in Darwin to-
day. Suppose the North were developed by
the Federal Government, that development
would add considerably to our benefit, and

‘we should soon have between 20,000 and

30,000 people there.

Hon, G. B. Wood:
people do?

Hon. K. H. ANGELOQ: They could be em-
ployed in many industries. For instance,
the marine wealth would employ a consider-
able number. All that is required is that the
North should be given an impetus by some-
one or some authority with ecapital. The
cabile industry would he the greatest in the
North. Not many years hence Great Britain
will require eattle from its own Dominions,
and in the Kimberleys we have a wonderful
opportunity to develop the industry. A con-
siderable amount of money, however, will
first have to be spent in that development; it
will he needed for the provision of holding
and fattening paddocks for the young stock
over the dry seasons.

Some years ago Mr. J. 1. Cramsie, a
well known authority on eaitle export and
formerly chairman of the Homebush Meat
Works, grot into toueh with people in
England and a syndicate there was pre-
pared to spend seven millions of money in
the development of our ecaltle induostry in

What would those
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the North, The carrying out of the pro-
Ject was almost assured. Aeting on Mr.
Cramsie’s hehalf, I communicated with the
Premier of the day, Mr. Collier, and later
cabled to Mr, Cramsie pavlieulars of the
size of the holdings and the tenure. Sud-
denly, & telegram came that the legal ad-
visers of the syndicate had discovered that
there were two authorities, the Federal Gov-
ernment and the Western Auwsiralian Gov-
erinent, to deal with, and the syndicale was
advised not to go on with the project until
it was assured that there was only one
autherity with which to negotiate. I men-
tioned this before and one or Lwo members
said, “Surely you do not believe thal thal
would be a bar or a disadvantage.” T should
now like to remind those members of what
has happened at Yampi. There we have
direet proof that the legal advisers to the
syndicate to which I have referred were
right. In regard to Yampi, Western Aus-
tralia made an arrangement with a London
company, and after operations were starvted,
the Federal Govermment cancelled it. Thix
all goes to prove the wisdom of the prople
at the other end. The principal advantage
to be derived from handing over the Kim-
berleys to the Fedcral Government would
be that it would satizsEyv people prepared to
spend money there in development that they
would be dealing with one auathority only.
Apart from all this, however, the defence
aspect 15 the mosi serious of all, and if only
* for that reason, the Commonwealth shouli
assume control of the northern pnrt of this
State.

Two years ago | drew atlention to the
deplorable loss of life that had resulted from
motor aceidents. The other day I got into
touch with the Traffic Department and ré-
quested to be supplied with partienlars of
accidents that had occurred in the metro-
politan area during the last ten years. This
is the return I received:—

Fatal. Serious. Miuor.
10278y .. 45 269 3,208
1928.29 .. .. 54 384 4,504
19298-30 .. . 43 491 4,620
1930-31 .. .. 57 635 3,493
1981-32 _ . .. 50 510 2,638
1932.34 .. .. 53 521 2,608
193334 .. 46 595 2,891
1934-35 .. .. 68 762 3,122
1935-36 . . .. 52 835 3,155
1936-37 .. .. 60 485 3812
1987.38 .. .. 71 305 4,237
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Hon. L. Craig: Were they all motor acei-
dents?

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: I asked for a re-
turn of motor accidents in the metropolitan
area and those were the figures that were
sapplied to me. In the 10 vears no fewer
than 599 of the accidents proved fatal. What
is the good of talking about increasing the
hirth rate and immigration when motor
vehicles can do so mueh damage in our com-
munity. Surely it is the duty of Parlia- -
ment to devise means by which these acei-
dents can be minimised. It is really the
worst disease that we have; it kills more
than any other disease.

Ion. H. Tuckey: And the figures are for
the metropolitan area only.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: That is so. The
effect also is to crowd our hospitals, and
that is another serious aspect. I suppose
30 per cent, of the inmates in the public
hospitals are there as a result of motor
vehicle accidents.

Hon. H. Tnckey: Because of speeding.

Hon. E, H. ANGELO: I am expressing
my candid opinion when I say that I econ-
sider our magistrates treat offenders too
leniently. We often notice that men who
are arrested for being drunk while in charge
of vehieles are let off with penalties of £5
or perhaps £10, while oceasionally a fine of
£20 is imposed. That is not punishment
and it is not a deterrent. Why not ecanecel
the driving licenses of the offenders for a
period of 12 months? Most of those who
own cars and offend in this manner are well
off and fines of £3, £10 or £20 mean nothing
to them. Our magistrates should take a
more serious view of the offence and inflict
a punishment which, as I have said, wounld

act as a deterrent. Speeding is an-
other cause of accidents that should
be drastically dealt with also. Unfor-

funately, we are handicapped by not
having a sufficiently large police force.
I cannot ask the Government to find another
£20,000 or £30,000 with which to inerease
the police foree when I know i cannot af-
ford to do so. Again, we conld not fairly
ask ratepayers to find that sum of money
for the purpose, when it is the motorist that
is the canse of the accidents. The motorist
is the man who should pay the extra cost.
Why should we not say to him, “It is be-
eaunse of your scetion of the community that
we arc obliged to inerease the police force,
and we are going to inerease your license fee
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by 10s. per ear se that the money may he
fortheoming for this purpose.” The under-
standing would have to he that the increasc
in the license fec would be used for this spe-
cific purpose, namely, to increase the num-
ber of traffic police.

Hon. G. Fraser: And cover alse the thivd-
party nsk.

Hon. E. H. ANGELOQ: Yes. It may he ob-
jeeted that this would cause a number of
motorists te diseontinue runming their care.
That would be all to the good. A money-
lender told me the other day that January
and July were his best months—that numbers
of motorists ecame to him to borrow sufficient
money to enable them to pay their license
fees, and that they repaid him at the rate
of 5s. a month.

Hon. H. 5. W. Parker:
your own?

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: I drove a car for
17 years. I was then told I had Dblood pres-
sure, so I gave up driving. I was not afraid
of being killed, but I did not want to kill
anyone clse. I have not driven a car fou
the last two years, but I did do so for 17
years without touching anyone,

Hon. G. Fraser: And without getting into
the hands of a moneylender.

Hon. E. H. ANGELQ: I would be in fav-
our of the appointment of a sclect commit-
tee, comprised of members of hoth Houses.
fo obfain whatever evidence was nceessary
and congider what methods could be devised
to minimise the awful mortality that oceurs,
In addition to the mortality, numbers of
people have been maimed, sometimes for life,
and something should be done to minimise
those cases, They ocenr chiefly through wrong-
deing on the part of motorists. I do not
say that all motorists are to blame, but many
are culpable. The traffic police with their
very small numbers are doing wonderful
work, but they cannot be expected to do
cverything. In the city, cross-walks now
ahound. Poliee should be stationed at those
places to watch proceedings, but they are
not available for the purpose. We cannot
get sufficient police without further expendi-
ture. A good deal of the money would he
forthcoming if the license fees were increased
by 10s. or £1, on the understanding that the
money was used for purposes that would
lead to a prevention of accidents. The
people concerned would not miss such smal}
amounts, seeing that they wonld represent
only a few gallons of petrol. If this method

Have you paid

[COUNCIL.]

led to some young fellows being dviven off
the road, no great harm would be done.

We have recently heard something about
Heatheote. I am not going to become in-
volved in any imbroglio, but I do want to
mention one aspect of the matter. I am glad
the Government has deeided te appoint a
Royal Commission. I hope it will choose
Commissioners whose reports will satisfy
cvery section of the community, If that is
done, the Commission will aceomplish use-
ful results. It is not fair that Dr. Bentley
should he ealled upon to pay his own legal
expenses. He was suspended from dunty hy
a Clovernment offieial. A servant of Parlia-
ment, in the person of the Public Servier
Commissioner, tried the doctor, and later on
a judieial anthority, also appeinted by Par-
liamoent, declared him to be not guilty. Is it
not fair that.the Government should pay
Dr. Bentley’s legal cxpenses?

Hon. V. Hamersley: Certainly.

Hon. E. H. ANGELQO: The doctor was
eharged with an offence of which he was
found not guilty. A judicial anthority, ap-
pointed by Parliament, inguired mto the mat-
ter and exoncrated him. Apparently the doe-
tor has to pay his own legal expenses. 1
hope that is not true. I am sure the Govern-
ment, on further consideration, will agree
that he should be reimbursed.

Every public man should state his attitude
on important matters affecting Austraiia, I
consider it time that compulsory training was -
restored. 'When T referred to this matter two
years ago, the Federal Government had =
large hudget sarplus. I said T would be
satisfied if the Government spent the whole
of that money on defence, and would be quite
agrecable to further sums being raised by
taxation so long as that money also was spent
on defence. We know that mueh defence
work has been and is being carried out, hut
is there one member of this Chamber who
thinks we are doing all that should be done?
We loarn from the Press that huge avmies of
a million men have been brought into exist-
cnce overseas. Apparvently almost cvery
country has adopted ecompulsory serviee,
while others have resorted to compulsory
training. Would it be a hardship upon the
people of Australia if eompulsory training
were introduced here? Let our lads become
accustomed te the use of munitions of war.
Tf men are wanted to leave Australia, volui.-
teers can be calted for. It is the duty of
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every citizen to do what he ean to familiarise
himself with munitions and other things that
may be necessary when war oecurs. Although
the Prime Minister gave a promise hefore the
Inst elections that eompulsory training would
not be introduced, now that the world is
secthing with unrest and war preparations
are being made by every nation, is it not time
that we took steps to safeguard our land,
our women and our ehildren, and preparced
to the utmost extent to vesist any invasion
that might oceur? T support the motion.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, dchate
adjowrned.

House adjourned at 6.10 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LANDS.
Special Settlements,

Mr, HILL asked the Minister for Lands:
What are the total amounis which have
been expended up to 30th June, 1937, on
the special settlements—South Busselton,
Nannup, Napier, Walpole?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS veplizd:
South Busselton, £14,027: Nannup, £54,112;
Napier, £22,696; Walpole, £114,923,

QUESTION—MINING,
Great Fingal Reservation.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: What was the date of the granting
of the original reserve around the Great
Fingal mine at Day Dawn, of which tem-
porary reserve 1033H now forms part?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1zt Junc, 1934, The oceupant company has
now advised that it will not be applying for
the cxtension of its ocecupaney of this re-
serve, which expires on the 31st instant.

QUESTION—PURBLIC SERVICE
APPEAL BOARD.

My, SEWARD asked the Premier: 1,
Who are the members of the Public Ser-
vice Appeal Board? 2, When were they
appointed? 3, What remuneration do they
reccive?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Chairman: Mr.
Justice Wolff., Members: Government re-
presentative on appeals other than those in
which Education Teaching Staff is econ-
cerned—NMr, €. A, Munt; Government re-
presentative when Education Teaching Staff
is involved—Mr. R. Hope Robertson; Ser-
vice representabives: Clerieal Division—
Mr. ¥. J. MecAdam; Professional Division—
Mr. C. L. Henderson; General Division—
My, W, H. Read; Teachers’ representative
—Myr. M. Darecey. 2, Chairman and Mr.
Munt, 14th July, 1938; Mr. Hope Robert-
son, 1921; Messrs, MeAdam, Henderson,
and Read, February, 1938; Mr. Darcey,
1928. 3, £3 per day for each day of sit-
ting (or proportionately for part of a day,
with a minimum fee of one guinea), pro-
vided that no member shall receive more
than #£430 in any financial vyear. If
employed by any State instrumentality an
allowance equal to the difference between
their total emeoluments {ineluding house
allowance} and the remuneration of £3 per
day.

QUESTION—SHEFPHERD’S LUCERNE.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: In view of the encouragement
that is being given in certain quarters to
the growing of shepherd’s lucerne for use
as a fodder for sheep, and as this weed—
which is closely related to wild turnip, wild
radish, and hoeary eress—is highly detri-



